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Overview
Invasive plants are one of the major threats to the ecological integrity, biological diversity, and productive capacity of the Nation’s forest and rangeland ecosystems.  Thousands of acres are newly infested annually by the growth of established invasive plant populations as well as by newly introduced invasive plant species.  Federal, State, and private agencies need to form partnerships and coordinate the development of technologies to adequately address the spread and impacts of invasive plants.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture Forest Service developed a National Strategy and Implementation Plan for Invasive Species Management that is predicated on four program elements:  1 – prevention, 2 – early detection and rapid response, 3 – control and management, and 4 – rehabilitation and restoration.  This strategy included the need to develop biological control technology to manage widespread infestations, and wherever possible, to use biological control as a central feature in invasive plant management and restoration efforts.  Biological control shows the most promise as a viable, cost effective, long-term approach to control and manage invasive plants.  Biological control is a proven target-specific strategy that has been used extensively to manage invasive plants.  
Forest Health Protection (FHP) has provided technical assistance for each of the four program elements for invasive plants.  FHP participation emphasizes developing and implementing new technologies in collaboration with researchers and land managers.

The FHP Forest Health Technology Enterprise Team (FHTET) Biological Control Program supports the Forest Service Strategy by providing technical and financial assistance in the development and transfer of technologies aimed at increasing the use of biological controls.  

Priority Projects

FHP/FHTET is currently requesting proposals for innovative projects, which will advance the development of biological control of invasive plant technologies.  Successful proposals will directly address the following priorities. 
1) Development of improved rearing, distribution and post-release monitoring techniques for a biological control agent.
2) Development and/or implementation of technologies for rapid quantitative assessment of biological control impacts.

3) Integrated weed management with a biological control component that is part of a methods development approach to determine efficacy and is not considered an operational treatment.
Proposals are due November 1, 2012.  Please send your proposals, using the attached  proposal format (Attachment 1), to Richard Reardon ( National Program Manager Biological Control) for funding consideration; rreardon@fs.fed.us, phone (304)285-1566). .

Evaluation and Funding Process

The Biological Control of Invasive Plant Technical Working Group (BCIP) (Attachment 2), was formed to promote, facilitate and provide national leadership, and to identify and prioritize national technology development biological control projects for invasive plants.  It is intended that the BCIP Technical Working Group will improve the coordination and accountability of biological control of invasive plant projects and facilitate the development and transfer of additional biological control technologies to land managers.

Proposals will be reviewed by the BCIP Technical Working Group.  Evaluations will be based on scientific merit and the probability of a timely success.  Original innovative pilot projects, as well as proposals to expand existing technologies are strongly encouraged.  Proposals, that fail to include the required information (as specified in the Proposed Format below), will not be ranked.  Multi-year projects that are currently being funded by the FS or APHIS can NOT be funded by this request for proposals unless a written statement is provided supporting the need for supplemental funding.
The duration of projects may extend a maximum of three years, but total funds requested should not exceed $100,000 per proposal.  Projects will be funded in their entirety During the 2013 Fiscal year.  Yearly progress reports are required for all projects.

Projects will be funded as Cooperative Agreements.  Indirect charges will NOT be reimbursed but can be applied toward the cost share.  Minimum cost share non-Federal contributions equaling at least 25% of the total project cost must be provided by the institution (i.e. to determine the amount of match for a 75/25 cost share, multiply the federal amount of funds by .3333).  
You are encouraged to include a representative on the Biological Control of Invasive Plant Technical Working Group (BCIP) as a contact for your technology development proposal.  The BCIP contact will be responsible for monitoring the progress of the cooperative agreement.  If a BCIP member is listed as a cooperator (not a contact) he/she can rank your proposal but the score will not be used to calculate an average ranking.
Any questions about the proposals or the processes should be directed to Richard Reardon (rreardon@fs.fed.us, 304-285-1566).

Attachment 1 Proposal Format

Proposals can be of any length up to a maximum of 5 pages, 8 ½ x 11 inch format with 1 inch margins, typed on one side only, using 12-point font with no more than 6 lines per inch – standard spacing for 12-point font – and must include:
1. Project Title

2. Principal Investigator (name, institution, address, phone, FAX, email)

3. Cooperators and Other Participating Institutions

4. Amount Requested (yearly and total), Project Leveraging

5. Project Goals and Supporting Objectives

6. Project Justification/Urgency (relevance and significance - - describe the impacts that this invasive species poses to forest and rangelands both short and longer term and its potential spread)

7. Approach (description of activities, methods, length of project, required documentation – (Technical Advisory Group, Animal Plant Health Inspection Service, NEPA), statistical analyses)

8. Expected Products and Outcomes (products and how they will be used)

Additional items requested but not included in the 5-page limit:

1. A short (not more than one-page) curriculum vitae for each principal investigator.

2. Budget - should show both requested and matching (at least 25% of total project costs) funds for the following expense categories:

· Salaries (principal investigator, post-doctoral fellows, students, and technicians)

· Benefits (tuition costs are not allowable)

· Supplies

· Equipment (all items; non-expendable equipment costs above $5,000 are strongly discouraged)

· Travel

Budgets should include all year costs, as agreements will be funded in their entirety.  A minimum 25 percent of the total project cost is required (i.e. to determine the amount of match for a 75/25 cost share, multiply the federal amount of funds by .3333).  Indirect charges can be used to meet the cost sharing requirement but requires some in-kind funding other than indirect charges – this can be Principal Investigator salary, travel, supplies, etc.  The leveraging of funds and in-kind contributions among project participants is an important criterion.
3. Timetable

4. Literature Cited
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	Washington Office
	Region 3

	Stephen Covell

Program Manager, USFS Pesticides

State and Private Forestry, Invasive Plants

USDA Forest Service, Forest Health Protection

RPC-7

1601 North Kent Street

Arlington, VA 22209

Phone:  703-605-5342

Cell:  571-255-0818

Fax:  703-605-5353

Email:  scovell@fs.fed.us
	Allen White

Regional Pesticide Specialist and S&PF – FHP

Invasive Plants Program Manager

USDA Forest Service, FFH

333 Broadway Blvd., SE

Albuquerque, NM 87102

Phone:  505-842-3280

Cell:  505-452-6323

Fax:  505-842-3150

Email:  allenwhite@fs.fed.us



	Forest Health Technology Enterprise Team

Richard Reardon

Program Manager, Biological Control

USDA Forest Service, Forest Health Protection

180 Canfield Street

Morgantown, WV 26505

Phone:  304-285-1566

Cell:  304-282-8373

Fax:  304-285-1564

Email:  rreardon@fs.fed.us
	Region 4

Elizabeth Hebertson

Pathologist/Entomologist

USDA Forest Service – FHP

Ogden Field Office

4746 S. 1900 E.

Ogden, UT  84403

Phone:  801-476-4420 ext 217

Cell:  435-764-5260

Fax:  801-479-1477

Email:  lghebertson@fs.fed.us

	
	

	Region 1

Carol Bell Randall

Entomologist

USDA Forest Service

Coeur d’Alene River Ranger District
2502 E. Sherman Ave.
Coeur d’Alene, ID  83815

Phone:  208-765-3051
Cell:  208-660-8824

Fax:  208-765-7307

Email:  crandall@fs.fed.us

Region 2

Thomas McClure*

Plants Program Manager

740 Simms St.

Golden, CO 80401

Phone:  303-275-5100

Cell:  303-563-9345
Fax:  303-274-5075

Email:  tmcclure@fs.fed.us

	Region 5

David Bakke
Pesticide Specialist and Invasive Plants Program Manager
USDA Forest Service

1323 Club Drive 

Vallejo, CA  945492Phone:  707-562-8916Cell:  707-344-4717
Fax:  7017-562-8916
Email:  dbakke@fs.fed.us

Region 6

Lia Spiegel

Entomologist

USDA Forest Service, Forest Sciences Lab

1401 Gekeler Lane

LaGrande, OR  97850

Phone:  541-962-6574

Cell:  

Fax:  541-962-6504

Email:  lspiegel@fs.fed.us

	FHP Members
	University Members

	Northeastern Area

Michelle Frank

Invasive Plants Program Manager

USDA Forest Service

11 Campus Blvd., Suite 200

Newtown Square, PA  19073

Phone:  610-557-4113

Cell:  610-574-7103

Fax:  610-557-4136

Email:  mfrank@fs.fed.us

Region 8

Anna Greis
Weed Scientist
USDA Forest Service, Forest Health Protection

1720 Peachtree Road,  NW
Atlanta, GA  30309

Phone:  404-347-2961
Cell:  404-831-6631
Fax:  404-347-1880

Email:  algreis@fs.fed.us

Region 10

Trish Wurtz

Invasive Plants Program Manager

USDA Forest Service, c/o Alaska DNR

3700 Airport Way

Fairbanks, AK  99709

Phone:  907-451-2799

Cell:  907-748-5647

Fax:  907-451-2690

Email:  twurtz@fs.fed.us

Research and Development Member

Washington Office

Mary Ellen Dix

National Program Leader, 

Forest Entomology Research

USDA Forest Service

RPC 4th Floor (FMSR)

1601 North Kent Street

Arlington, VA 22209

Phone:  703-605-5260

Cell: 703-343-5989

Fax:  703-605-5133

Email:  mdix@fs.fed.us
	East

Richard Casagrande
Department of Plant Sciences
University of Rhode Island
Amherst, MA  01003

Phone:  401-874-2924
Cell:  401-339-8256
Fax: 401-874-5296
Email:  casa@uri.edu
West

Fritzi Grevstad
Botany and Plant Pathology
Cordley Hall
Oregon State University
Corvallis, OR  97331
Phone:  541-737-8371
Cell:  541-908-4131
Fax:  541-737-3573
Email:  fritzi.grevstad@science.oregonstate.edu
Consultant Pathologists
East

Yun Wu

Forest Health Technology Enterprise Team

Pathologist

USDA Forest Service, Forest Health Protection

180 Canfield Street

Morgantown, WV 26505

Phone:  304-285-1594

Cell:  219-776-0753

Fax:  304-285-1564

ywu@fs.fed.us
West

Robin Mulvey

State and Private Forestry
USDA Forest Service, Forest Health Protection

11305 Glacier Highway

Juneau, AK 99801

Phone:  907-586-7971

Cell:

Fax:  907-586-7848

Email:  rlmulvey@fs.fed.us


