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General Information

The International Tree Failure Database (ITFD) is a program designed to maintain a col- lection of tree failure data submitted by cooperators via the Internet.  Its purpose is to enhance the ability to recognize hazardous trees, and to understand why, and under what conditions, trees fail.  Ultimately the program will increase public safety by improving the ability to predict tree failures, and reducing associated personal injury and property damage.

Organization

The ITFD consists of a Steering Committee and a Database Manager/Administrator.

Duties of the Steering Committee:

1.  Determine data elements of the web site and field data form

2.  Authorize changes to the web site, field data form and database (any and all changes to the

     web site and field form must be approved by the Steering Committee).

3.  Approve training programs that allow individuals to become cooperators

4.  Oversee production and revision of the user’s guide

5.  Foster programs and activities that promote the ITFD and encourage people to participate

6.  Ensure continued funding for the program

Steering Committee Membership:

Makeup of the Steering Committee is not rigidly set but is comprised of 10-12 volunteers who have met and contributed to the design, structure and operation of the ITFD web site and database.  Members of the Steering Committee represent, or are employed by, the following agencies, organizations or companies:

· USDA Forest Service, Forest Health Protection

· USDA Forest Service, Urban & Community Forestry

· Bartlett Tree Expert Company

· HortScience, Inc.

· University of California, Cooperative Extension

· Maryland Department of Natural Resources, Forest Service

The Steering Committee will select one member as Chairperson and one as Database Manager/Administrator.

Duties of the Database Manager/Administrator:

1.  Oversee the construction, operation and maintenance of the web site and database

2.  Execute changes to the web site, field form and database as authorized by the Steering

     Committee

3.  Oversee production of tree failure reports

4.  Assign user names and passwords to cooperators

5.  Maintain a list of cooperators

Cooperators

1.  Individuals become cooperators and submit tree failure reports on a voluntary basis

2.  Individuals are required to complete an approved ITFD training session before they can

     become a cooperator 

Database

1.  The database is in the public domain and can be accessed by anyone through the

     Internet

2.  Only cooperators can input tree failure reports to the database

3.  Standardized reports, based on information in the database, will be prepared and posted on

     the ITFD web site.

Original steering committee

The individuals who met in Sacramento, California in January 2003, to begin planning of the International Tree Failure Database were:

1. Judy Adams, USDA Forest Service, Forest Health Technology Enterprise Team, Fort Collins, CO (Database Manager/Administrator)

2. James Clark, HortScience, Pleasanton, CA

3. Larry Costello, University of California, Cooperative Extension, Half Moon Bay, CA

4. Mary Lou Fairweather, USDA Forest Service, Forest Health Protection, Flagstaff, AZ

5. Diane Hildebrand, USDA Forest Service, Forest Health Protection, Portland, OR

6. Katherine Jones, University of California, Cooperative Extension, Half Moon Bay, CA 

7. William Jones, USDA Forest Service, Forest Health Protection, Asheville, NC

8. Joseph O’Brien, USDA Forest Service, Forest Health Protection, St. Paul, MN

9. John Pronos, USDA Forest Service, Forest Health Protection, Sonora, CA (Chairperson)

10. John Schwandt, USDA Forest Service, Forest Health Protection, Coeur d’Alene, ID

11. E. Thomas Smiley, Bartlett Tree Expert Company, Charlotte, NC

12. James Worrall, USDA Forest Service, Forest Health Protection, Gunnison, CO
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